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Barrow Libraries at Christmas is a magical place. The reader development 

team worked their socks off transforming the library with no less than eight 

different Christmas displays promoting our festive stock and activities at 

Barrow Library as well as lovely displays in all our branches. Askam 

Libraries did a fantastic snowman door. We were delighted with this year’s 

theme for the children’s library based on Tom Fletchers The 

Christmasaurus. Tom Fletcher himself commented on our social media 

posts. We ran two different colouring competitions this year the first a 

national competition from The Reading Agency and the second in 

collaboration with The Forum for tickets to this year’s pantomime Snow 

White. These competitions are always popular and help to build our 

community and offer opportunity’s to all.  

 

Every day throughout December we offered the first child in the library the 

chance to open the book of the day from our book advent. They had the 

choice to read the book in the library or take it out on their card to take 

home. We promote reading together as we know that it is vital for children 

to thrive. The children were entered into a prize draw.  

We had a whishing tree for our community to write their Christmas wishes 

and collected food for the food bank. This year we held Christmas themed 

sessions in every Story Tots and Rhyme Time session in December. The 

children made beautiful Christmas cards and crafts to take home. Our 0-5 

sessions promote reading for pleasure and offer positive bonding and 

socializing experiences for parents with young children.  

 Event Christmas at Barrow Libraries 

Date  December 2018 

CSO Cathy Fidler  

Venue Barrow Library  



Focusing on fighting isolation and promotion creativity for health we held 

coffee and crafts every Monday afternoon in December where adults could 

come for a hot drink and an achievable craft activity. We also held our 

Christmas coffee afternoon with lovely piano music and great company. A 

Christmas celebration coffee morning was also held at Walney Library and 

was very successful. Christmas coffee afternoons were held in Dalton with 

the children’s choir from Saint Mary’s School singing.  

 

In collaboration with the community development team we were a stop on 

this year’s treasure trail around Barrow to get kids out and about in the fresh 

air.  

We had great fun with our book craft session exploring this year’s winter 

reading challenge book There’s A Yeti In The Playground. We encouraged 

the children to take part in this digital challenge run by The Reading Agency 

where they could unlock rewards as they upload book reviews to their 

reading profile. We also had a special Saturday craft activities with a The 

Christmasaurus theme. Bingo, treasure trails, crafts, sharing stories. A 

fantastic time was had by all.         

 

 

 

 

 ATTENDING IN EACH AGE GROUP 

0 – 5 Years  54 

5 - 11 Years  23 

12 - 19 Years  23 

Adults  104 

TOTAL  204 

 


